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do this, I refused to read. The Sorcerer commanded
me imperiously, that is, with high words, and I at
first begged him gently to excuse me; but as he did
not wish to be thwarted before the Savages, he per-
sisted in urging me, and had my host, who pretended
to be vexed, urge me also. At last, aware that my
excuses were of no avail, I spoke to him peremptorily,
and, after reproaching him for his lewdness, I ad-
dressed him in these words: ‘‘ Thou hast me in thy
power, thou canst murder me, but thou canst not
force me to repeat indecent words.” ¢ They are not
such,” he said. ‘‘ Why then,” said I, ‘‘ will they not
interpret them to me?” He emerged from this con-
flict very much exasperated.

In the fifth place, seeing that my [205] host was
greatly attached to me, he was afraid that this friend-
liness might deprive him of some choice morsel. I
tried to relieve him of this apprehension by stating
publicly that I did not live to eat, but that I ate to
live; and that it mattered little what they gave me,
provided it was enough to keep me alive. He re-
torted sharply that he was not of my opinion, but
that he made a profession of being dainty; that he
was fond of the good pieces, and was very much
obliged when people gave them to him. Now al-
though my host gave him no cause for fear in this
direction, yet he attacked me at almost every meal as
if he were afraid of losing his precedence. This ap-
prehension increased his hatred.

In the sixth place, when he saw that the Savages
of the other cabins showed me some respect, knowing
besides that I was a great enemy of his impostures,
and that, if I gained influence among his flock, I
would ruin him completely, he did all he could to



